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Star Trek

Update is faithful to ;

the spirit of Gene Roddenherrys
creation but is also exciting on
its own terms. Page 4

Fighting
Channing Tatum
starrer feels a bit
too familiar as it
resurrects '40s
fight dramas.
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Newport Beach fest hits 10th
anniversary with onal auds
drawn to its hip cinema mix.

ANGELES m

OUT OF THE SHELL

THURSDAY,

APRIL 23, 2009 m

Turtles reinvented with live-action update

By TATIANA SIEGEL

The Teenage Mutant Ninja Tur-
tles are making their way back to
the bigscreen.

The Mirage Group, which
owns the property, is moving
forward with a live-action !
focusing on the origins of tnc
iconic crime fighters. Project
targeted for rele--

A

L Sewer-
Lwelling heroes
Leonardo, Michelan-
gelo, Donatello and

Raphael as well as their
master Splinter.

News coincides with
the Turtles” 25th anniver-
sary celebration, which
kicks off today in New
York as the first “Teenage Mu-
B tant Ninja Turtles” film unspools
[ at the Tribeca Film Festival.

Legendary Pictures for-
mer chief marketing officer

Turn to page I3
The 1sac . =l )
Mutant Ninja Turties
screening at Tribeca.

Mr. Showmanshlp has eye on B'way

By GORDON COX NEW YORK

The ghost of Liberace hopes to
set up a candelabrum on Broadway
next season, with “Liberace: The
Man, the Music and the Memories”
aiming for a Rialto run in the fall.

Show, starring Wayland Pickard
as the flamboyant ivory-tickler, is

Warners, Diaz
will lawyer up
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Cau.
ations to tops.
comedy “Bobbie s...
ald De Line producing.

Story centers on a hard-charg-
ing female ambulance chaser
whose mindset makes her the ideal
candidate to be the face of a presti-
gious law firm when a powerful
client is sued in a sexual discrimi-
nation case. Turn to page 12
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gearing up for Gotham under the
auspices of producers Edmund
Gaynes and Nancy Bianconi.

“Liberace” re-creates a Vegas
showroom performance by the
late entertainer. Pickard, in heavy
makeup that boosts his resem-
blance to the musician, per-
formed a similar show
under a different title in
L.A. in 2006 and played §
another Southern Califor-
nia stint earlier this year.

Pickard appears in the
show with a handful of sup-
porting thesps.

Pamela Hall, whose Off Broadway
credits include the upcoming “Danny
and Sylvia: The Danny Kaye Musi-
cal,” will helm the show.

“Liberace” is produced with

, the Liberace Foundation for
the Performing and Cre-
ative Arts.

No Broadway dates
or theater have yet been
set.

Gaynes and Bian-

Broadway outings in-
8 cluding “Picon Pie.”

e e e = = e

‘;l [ ) P T
: Helmer's sci-fi ‘End game |
t By MICHAEL FLEMING

—magmy A Tro N _.al with

-«up and direct “The End
of Eternity,” the 1955 Isaac Asimov novel the
financier-producer acquired last fall.

Vince Gerardis is producing. Eli
Kirschner is executive producing. | |
Futuristic tale concerns a ruling class
called Eternity whose members can manip-
ulate time and alter history.
The director is following up the news-
paper drama “State of Play” with “Eagle of
the Ninth,” a second-century Roman mil-
itary drama for Focus Features. .

Jc)
<

T i

VARIETY.

the approval and cooperation of

coni teamed on Off

i ((Z Reed Business Information (RBI’)

COM

Net cuffs
‘Copper’

By MICHAEL SCHNEIDER

ABC has picked up 13
episodes of the cop drama
“Copper,” a Canadian co-
production from indie studio
El Entertainment.

Series reps the latest in-
ternational co-production to
make its way onto the U.S.
airwaves — a quickly grow-
ing trend in primetime.
“Copper” will air in Canada
on Canwest Global.

It's also the latest U.S.

“~kup for El, which is rap-
xpanding its domestic
P having sold the se-

ries ” to HBO, “Tes-
tees” Y and another
Canadi: o-production,
“The Bric »CBS.
“Coppe \lves around
five rookie
Ilana Fra ose shingle
1o page 13

Lantos uying
into T mey’s’

By DAVE McN/

Paul Gi will topline indie
drama “B- Version,” based on
Mordec- .er’s final novel, with
Ro* s (“Eastern Promises”™)

- through his Serendipity

.« banner.

Richard .
Lewis will direct
from the screen-
play adaptation
by Michael
Konyves. Princi-
pal photography
will begin in Au-
gust in Rome,
Montreal, Que-
bec’s Laurentian Mountains and
New York,

Story’s title character has led a
reckless life highlighted by three
marriages, two children and being a

Turn to page 11
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